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blies, I cannot away with ; it is iniquity, even the folemn Meeting. Your 
new Moons and your appointed Feaſts my ſoul hateth ; they are a trouble 
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oross. ii. 16, 37—Let no man therefore judge you in meat or in 
drink, or in reſpect of an Holy Day, or of the new Moon, or of the Sab- 
bath Days, which are a ſhadow ot things to come; but the Body is of 
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TRA E preſent awful criſis, has called forth 
the energy of various reſpectable characters: 
all of whom, as with one voice, ſubſtantially 
prove from the bible, that Mr. Brothers is 
the man appointed of God, to fulfill the high 
beheſts of heaven in this latter day. To him 
has the Lord aſſigned the lead and government, 
which will begin the millennium, or happy ſtate 
en ſaints in the new Jeruſalem. 
Jo a mind untainted with. prejudioe and 


ao receives the bible as the divine teſtimony . 
of truth; theſe things carry. irreſiſtible n - 


viction.— But oh! ye ſcoffers, what muſt be 


your” blindnefs and hardneſs of heart, when 


the judgments predicted by this ſingular man, 
are hourly fulfilling; and when all the cars 
cumſtances of this, mament, rapidly, tend to 
the. accompliſhment | of hat remains to be 
fulfilled. But. that part of Daniels viſion, 
awfully explain your character, Which ſays; 
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the wicked ſhall underfland, but the wiſe ſhall 
underſtand.” 3 
That the ſecond coming of hüt will be 
altogether unexpected, happen when it may, 
is clearly evinced by the following paſſage in 
the revelations. ** als 4 come as a Wr '# 
the night.” 2 230 

Now, would a oder be dern de to enter 
the dwelling of any perſon; who had previ- 
oully been informed of the thief's intention; 
would he not arm himſelf with the moſt vigi- 
lant watchfulneſs? moſt aſſuredly he would 
But the fact is, the thief chuſes that hour 
when he' is leaſt expected, ſo will it be alſo at 
the commg” of the ſon f man. It is added, 
4 Bleſſed is he that warcheth.” Our Lord 
alſo ſays, watch, for ye know not the day, 


nor hour; the whole of which Is an awful 


comment on your unbelief. . 
This ſecond coming” of Chriſt will ao be. 
as" faulen, as it will be anerpected, from his 
own words; which are, that, like as the 
lightening cometh from the caſt, and goeth 
unto the welt : ſo ſhall alſo the coming of 
the fon of man be no figure known to ug, 
could have conveyed an idea of equal tapidi- 
ty connect alſo —_ moſt expreſſive and 
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. 
ſublime paſſage that ſays; „ behald! he 
cometh inclouds, and every eye ſhall ſee him; 
and they alſo that pierced him.“ All theſe, | 
no doubt, refer to the open [ſupernatural 
judgments, in which, Chriſt will be awfully! 
ſeen, and his power felt by his friends and 
foes—Theſe judgments are at the threſhold, 
when to R. BroTass, the repreſentative of 
God, will be e the mighty PR on: 
Tehovah.' 

-\You-who profeſs. a. "Wy belief in the bible 
have ye not always underſtood, that a period 
muſt come, when the Hebrews will be re- 
ſtored again to the poſſeſſion of Canaan ; with 
great and additional bleſſings to which their 
forefathers were ſtrangers? And is it at all 
_ improbable, nay is it not in itſelf a neceſſity, 

that ſome: great character ſhould ariſe to be 
their chief, their leader? If in a reply to this 
queſtion, we judge from the univerſal cir- 
cumſtanges of all nations, from the begin- 
ning until now, common ſenſe muſt acquieſce 
in the affirmative. Should any deny this, 
they muſt conceive. ſomething more extraor- 
dinary to be effected in the way of miracle 
than any thing found in the hooks, of Mr. 
Brothers. — But if you grant either the 3 
- 159d A 2 ſity, 


(4) 
fity, or probability. of a leader; isit any more 
wonderful, that ſuch a man in this our day, 
ſhauld be endowed with mighty power from 
on high, than Moſes in the days of Pharoah 
king of - Egypt. —Nay, is there not an har- 
mony e eee . 
| and this ſecond Moſes 2 © 

Tha Jews faid of . . * he 
ſpake as never man ſpake;ꝰ and ĩt may without 
fear of contradiction, be ſaid of Mr. Brothers, 
that he has written, as never man wrote; the 
juſtice of this abſervation has been nr 
allowed, even by unbelievers: * 
To the unmeaning bg and je jeers of n 
who rejeft our modern prophet, without ex- 
amination, no attention is due, neither can 
it be believed, that the poor puny efforts of 
Honxx in his pamphlet, would by any means 
have attracted the attention of HA LAH“ brit 
Jrant Pen, nme 0 
Dos. 1} 19 . A0 2 

What, "IS 3 not one Signs: 
faithful enough to tell you, that your book 

would be equally deſtitute of arguments and 
common ſenſe? the former, Doe ron, are no- 
thing but the thread bare dogmas of Jour". — 


A leet wry that has 
„ 1 been 


1 
been initiated into your catechiſm and creed ; ' 
and the latter is common ſenſe, or common nonſenſe; 
as the mind either receives or rejects the con- 
viction of its truth. The fact, Do#or; unde. 
niably ſtands ; that whether from parfimonioug 
motives or not, is beſt known to yourſelf 
a book has been publiſhed,” with a very 
wrong title, becauſe, not a ſingle idea 
correſponds with it, nor is any part of 
it your own, except two barefaced falſe- 
hoods; one, page 6 of preface, where you 
ſay, * he aſked me if T had read his 
book, I anſwered in the affirmative; for 1 
underſtand, if I had fignified the contrary, he 
would have declined all further converſations”? 
Fhe other, page 7, where you ſay, „ My 
opinion of his character is, that he has been 
weak enough to liſten to the perfuaſions of 
ſome defigning men, who have ſtimulated 
him, without doubt, to publiſh his book, for 
the purpoſe of promoting apprehenfion and 
ſedition. — Oh! Doctor, this is really 6 
very much like your right reverend bre- 
thren in the days of Jeſus Chriſt, xhat it 
needs no comment.— The whole of your 
pamphlet is intitled to none other, than 4 
ludicrous ſmile, or a total neglect. 


It 


(an 
It is not my intention to take a copious 
view of the correſpondence that ſubſiſts be- 
tween the bible and Mr. Brothers: nor, of 
what is contained in his publications; becauſe 


found integrity, ſimplicity of manners, and 


real followers of the meek and lowly Jeſus.“ 
In the front of theſe modern worthies, ſtands 
N. B. Haraep, Eſq; who, in a train of pro- 


found reaſoning, has in the moſt clear and 
unequivocal manner, proved the divinity , of 


our prophet's miſſion ; and the certain accom- 


pliſhment of what he has predicted in his 
two pamphlets, from the myſterious prophe- 
cies of Daniel, Eſdras and the revelations. 


And what teply have any of their opponents 


made to choſe ſenſible and pious inveſtigati- 
ons ? none at all to any purpoſe, except the 
e nonſenſe of calling them enthufiafts! ! ! | 
And pray what do you mean by enthuſi- 


aſm? Wax; do. nn one i n. 
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ee . 
theſe characters; with whom 1 have been in babits of 
at intimacy for years ; r e aa 
Cri, ies mare bg whe oe . 


0 * TH 
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theſe. have already been done by a cloud of 
witneſſes; all of them men of righteouſneſs, 


= 
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cotemporaries ſtep forward, and affix ſome 
determinate ideas to this hitherto 1gexplicable 
though faſhionable jargon. Has it any mean · 
ing at all, or is it an expreſſion you uſe a8 a 
Mield, to cover . re or your ien 
both? | Gan erode ff: - 

If I aſk the A0 to boint me out an 
enthuſiaſt; he refers me to the man Who be · 
lieves in the exiſtence of a God; although he 
be a profound ſceptic in all ſupernatural reve- 
lation. Aſk the ſame queſtion of a deiſt 
and he will point out to me every ſe& that 
believes the bible to be a divine revelation! 
Aſk theſe, who are vulgarly called, the true 
friends of the hierarchy: and they refer you 
to the methodiſts, and all the various claſſes 
of diſſenters. Again, if I put the ſame queſ- 
tion to the methodiſt, the baptiſt, the | inde- 
_ pendent, &c. they ſhew me the quaker. And 
finally, aſk the opinion of the whole, reſpect- 
ing Ma. BroTress, and his adherents; and 
the ſame unmeaning reply is given me, that 
they are enthuſiaſts ! !!-———W hat concluſion 
am I to draw, from this mighty flight of af 
fected wiſdom ? every two opinions Claſh in 
fixing the imputation, whatever be meant by, 
ity: Tha therefore rejeft it as idle nonfenſe, 
dots Hb Jung 
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fruiting only the ignorant and profligate, not- 
reren the par- 
„ ee 97ech Ie! 

Ho few do we find, calmiy-and: candidy 
diſpoſed to inveſtigate any new light that may 
be thrown upon revelation ? On the contrary, 
the too general conduct of mankind, on the 
firſt glance, is, to reject in toto, if there ſhould 
happen to be found ſome things, which do 
not accord with _ ee CRANE 
notions: 1» Ie 
The writer: has Si — adden 
been in the habit of thinking for bimſelf 
(though in the opinion of many a great crime) 
from whence, amongſt others, the following 
concluſions were draww; that a// fetts, and 
pariies of chriſtians are right; and allwrong— 
That they are right ſo far as they have truth 
aud righteouſneſs for their foundation; and 
wrung in whatſoever they deviate from it: 
from whende, that they ought to be viewed 


wich an equal eye of eſteem and rejection. 


One thing appeared! to me very myſteri · 
ous ; which was that ſhynaſs, on little leſs 
than diſcſteem, that one party of profeſſing 
chriſtians, were in the habit of exerafing 
- wn _ becauſe ſome ſlight 


difference 


a 


= + 
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mar of Jzs6s Cnarsr, however it may hap- 
. engen zud, 


66 5 
difference of opinion exifted, and that too on 


matters of ſmall importance. 


All equally profeſs to go by Spee les 
and yet, how pointedly is ſuch a conduct re. 


probated by the Apoſtle, when roam Tam 
of Paul, another of Apollos, cr. 
This confideration withdrew my attich- 
ment from all ſectarian notions, and led ine 
to embrace al! good men with love and venera- 


tion; or rather the real gvod in all men; which 


laſt I conceive to be the manifeſtation'of the 


Here we may with propriety aſk whit ts 
the manifeſtation of the ſpirit of Jugs 
CurrsT? In putting this queſtjon for myſelf, 
1was directed by the internal monitor, to the 
25th chap. of Matthew; where our Lord 


treating on the judgment, aud after ſeparating 


the ſheep from the goats, ſays to the former, 


Come, ye bleſſed of my father, inherit 


the kingdom prepared ſot you from the 


gred, and ye gave me meat: I was chirſty, 
and ye gave me drink: I'was a ſtranger, and 


ye took me OT pra pe clothed me: 
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I was fick, aud ye viſited me: I was in pri- 
ſon, and ye came unto me. 
Here is the public e ol 
tive good having. been. habitually done by 
thoſe diſtinguiſhed characters. Ho far this 
agrees with the general manifeſtations of thoſe, 
who make the higheſt pretenſions to religion 
and ſanctity, is worth the-evquiry, 
Here, my dear brethren, be not offended | 
with me, if you find. ſome fatal miſtakes 
detected: for: indeed, it is not my intention 
to level. the ſhafts of acrimony againſt. you, 
but ſimply to bring error to light, that the 
eandid and open mind may compare and judge 
for himſelf. wide: 7; © 1101 iet 2 
tara 1ot & Church Fellowſhip. - +: 1 
26 'The'wſuat" criterions; of the nme 


of perſons into tloſe communion and _ 


2 are the following. 
1. A knowledge a a ſtheere re- 
5 pentance G Mn ene 
2. An underſtanding of the goſpelof Chriſt. 
ang. An abſtaining from fleſhly luſt; und, 
IN. IIS GI RET 1 


e the frſt * theſs; javihing n 
"ety can be objected, becauſe, if a perſon ap- 
pears 


(<3 

ats to poſſeſs a ſenſe off and 3 tepentabes 
7 fin; all are bound to believe him, for 
<Chatity beliereth all *rhings*——<This'T 
believe is univerſally allowed to be the firſt 
fruits of converſion. Ben 

The 2d, or underſtanding che golpel of 
Chriſt, is of very uticertain conſtruction; be- 
cauſe it is undoubtedly of private interpreta- 
tion; and of courſe it follows, that whatever 
6jAitibn are held forth by any religious ſoci- 
ety, theſe may Muß, be n ag 5 
of dent. Ae «464754 ©3440 10 

It is a very general caſe, that when ſerious 
impreſſions take place in the mind of any 
one; that perſon aſſociates with the ſe, from 
whente he "firſt reddived thoſe" impreſſions ; - 
he ſoon becomes euamoured with the people 
who compoſe it, readily imbibes their 
creed ot dogmas à Having proceeded thus far, 
his mind generally becomes ſhut to all other 
information. It is true he will read the bi- 
ble diligeutly, after this, but with his under- 
ſtanding completely cloſed againſt every other 
ſentiment, than what he has already embraced; 


thus; accommodating the bible ro his own | 


creed; and, notwithſtauding he frequentlymeets 
WET things that both in the letter and fpirit, - 
B 2 5 mY 


* 
ie} 
directly oppoſe, him, he. will ſtill. reſt ſatis- 
fied with. their being explained away, and 
that too, perhaps, by a perſon of much in- 
ferior underſtanding to bimſelf. Hence, in 
the future progreis of his life, be ſacribces | 
bis own mind to that of others; coplequeatly 
cannot, * to.thiok for himſelt. 
Ad, Abſtaining from. ficſhly luſts, ge. 

On theſe words we cannot have two epi- 
nions,.. as, they only reſpect the we, com- 
mitting any, acts of immorality. n n > 
But on the fourth perhaps we ſhall find the 
wide diſagreement, —Beang found ih the 
way of good works unto ſalvation. Now, my 
brethren, vqur enumeration of good works, 
are pretty generally comprebended in the fol- 


loving: which are called the means of grace ; 


viz. a cloſe attendance on public and ſviuaie 
: preaching and praying, the Lord's ſupper ; read- 

g, and meduating on the ſcriptures ; religiaus con- | 

verſation, and fGmular other things —As 1 it 15 not 

my defign;to enter into a large examination of 
theſe, I ſhall only make, a few remarks on 
the propriety of affixing ſuch, a ſacred impor- 
tance to public worſhip, as * chiefly wh 
of praying and preaching... | 
* Pages We! ſhall. rt 6 diagree to the 
original 
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N 
original and preciſe meaning of the word 
pteaching; chat it is to in/iru. This was the 
intention of the Apoſtle's miſſion, to inſtruct 
the inhabitants of the earth, in the principles 
of the new, or cbriſtian diſpenſatiun .. 
Vou, my fable brethren, call yourſelves their 
ſucceſſors ; and profeſs. to imitate them in 
all things, ſa far as it reſpects ĩnſtructĩon 
But pray, did they retire to a cloſet, to cal- 
le& matter to preach to thoſe who may form 
their next auditory 2- No! | certainly ; for if 
they were commanded, when brought before 
the civil power, to take no thought what they 
ſhould ſay; it muſt ſurely follow, that ĩn the 
momentous concern of ſalvation, no thought 
for them could be neceſſary; but that in the 
 faine hour, it was given them what they 
ſhould ſay ; this, I think, . e 255 
will allow. o 

From hence they dd 8 the 
word of the living God. But what claim 
have ye, to call your preaching the word of 
God; is it that which is delivered to you by 
the holy ſpirit in the ſame hour? or rather, is 
there any thing you produce in public, aſter 
your uſual retirements and meditations, on a 
text of ſcripture, which another man endowed 
with 


14 j/ 
with equal * may not alſo produce? 
then they cannot be the inſpiration of the: di. 
ne ſpirit 3 conſequently not the word of Gon: 
dit on the contrary, the word of man ; and 
my bible tells me that the world by wiſdom 
knew not Gon. Your calling your vim the 
word of Gon, ĩs certainly a groſs error, which 
cam I find a covering for ĩt ; L moſt earneſtly 
wiſh, my brethren, you would give this ſub- 
Ject a ſerious anveſtigation, as a regulation for 
your future conduct. The length of your ſer- 
mons ddes not very well correſpond with tho 
length of thoſe we have leſt on record. 
MWhy are you ſo diſpoſed to canduus any 
one, h does not ſea your miſſion in fo ſacred 
a ſenſe, as / to acknowledge the neceſſity of a 
conſtant attendance, on What you have to 
ſay? Your creed, or dogmas (whether right 
or wrong. is not here the enquiry) are learnt 
in a few: months at moſt ; and the preceptive 
part of the bible is written on every heart, 
however the couduct of men give the lye to 
the aſſertion. But, ſuppoſing} this idea erro- 
neus 3; the eaſy acceſs to that divine book, 
and the ſhort compais in which the decalogue 
| n 
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is contained, are certainly ichen far We 
ceptive inſtruction. | T7 
But thoſe who do attend for. :nftruRicu, 
directly imply, that the inſtructor mult; be 
wer than themſelves, or there is no ee 
at all to be affixed to it. at's | 

There are not a few attend, whoſe mit 
are as well, and often better informed-than 
the inſtruor's ; what end can their attend- 
ance anſwer? [ſurely it is not an improper 
ſimile, to ſay, chat it is equally neceſſaty for 
an able arithmetician, to attend, once, twice, 
or thrice a week, to hear a ſchoolmaſter, or 
his aſſiſtant, repeat the multiplication table. 
But you ſay it is neceſſary to be reminded of 
former things, aud ſpiritual duties! that man 
or woman, who thus ſtands in need of hav- 
ing the memory refreſhed, appears to me, 
hardly to * token: one _ in (clip. — 
1 it W550 

Who is 1 in * habit of e 
thoſe wiſe Rabbies that has not frequently 
heard them utter great abſurdities? which 
from their ſituation and the ſanctimonious 
law of cuſtom muſt ſtand /'uncontradifted ; 
this is not alone founded on the opinion of 


thoſe whoſe views are ſimilar to my own : but 
ä . 


> 


judgment be the ſame; and this ſhould cer- 


and myſterious concerns of the bir. 


| (16 )) 

myſelf, and many others, have often heard 
the like remarks come from their ſtrongeſt 
adherents.— For any one individual to ha- 
raugue a number of others for the ſpace of 

an hour; and no reply ſuffered” to be made to 
any thing he has advanced, appears to me to- 
tally - ncongruous to the 1 1 the 
goſp e. 
lructors, and 


4 base ſhould in 1 


tainly be done in all the familiarity of con- 
verſation, with a proper condeſcenſion on 
theit part who poſſeſs the moſt knowledge; 
and a becoming humility, without ſervility, 
un the part of thoſe who are leſs informed ; 
by theſe means, every indiuidual would con- 
tibute more or leſs to the general ſtock of 
wiſdom. N brethren, be not many maſters.” 
But in ſuch afſemblies as theſe, great benevo- 
lence ſhould be exerciſed, becaut mankind 
came think alike, even on the moſt trifling 
circumſtances, much leſs, on the momentous 


Such is the cuſtom of the preſent . aloe 
few men have the temerity to think for thetn- 
felves, and not a ſmall number appear do 
| wo i ths idea preſumptuous.It is true, that 

8 | miniſters 
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miniflers profeſs to teach their followers delibe- 
rate reflection; but ſhould any oue take 
them at their word, and on cloſe examination, 
ſuppoſe he makes further diſcoyeries than 
theſe Preceptors were aware of ; behold the 
conſequence ! If they do not quickly recant, 
a hue and cry is riſen upon them, and it is 
lamentably Whiſpered amongſt the mere do- 
cile brethren, that ſuch a character is fallen 
away from the truth. Argument will no 
doubt, be firſt uſed to convince him of his 
ſuppoſed error; ſhyneſs takes place of argu- 
ment; and this laſt is ſucceeded with diſguſt, 
and very often with extreme acrimony; whilſt 
thought, my dear Brethren, ought to be as X 
free as the air, e 
Whoever has his mind ſhackled with pre- 
Judice, is altogether i impervious to convidtion 
and true wiſdom. | . 
However ne man may appel to differ 
with another in opinion, provided ſuch opi- 
nions are the reſult of their own reſearches” 
nothing can juſtify the extreme abſurdity of 
their treating each other with coldneſs, much 
leſs with acrimony, Bo 
Do ye not verify hs words of our Lofd, 
when he ſad, lo here is Chriſt ! and lo there” 
is Chnſt —If I aſk a member of the hierar- 
ens” .- 7 . „ 
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chy where Chriſt is 2 he will dire me to che 
eſtabliſhed T; emple, If the ſame queſtion be 
put to the arminian or, calviniſtic metho- 
Gift, each points to his reſpective Temple 
or Chapel. —lf to either of the claſſes of 
diſſenters, the ſame reply is given me: whilſt 
it is worthy of remark, that the Lord 
Jehovah never commanded but one temple to 
be built, which you know was at Jeruſalem 


Our Lonp clearly ſettled this controyetſy 


with the woman of Samaria ; who like mo- 
dern ſectarians, ſeemed more anxious to have 
the opinions of her country conceded, than 
to have thoſe divine communicationsneceflary 
to everlaſting ſalvation, —* Our fathers, (ſays 
the) worſhipped in this mountain; and ye 
ſay, that Jeruſalem. is the place where men 
ought to worſhip, Jeſus ſaith unto her, 
woman, believe me; the hour eometh when 

ve ſhall neither in this mountain nor at Jeru- 


know not What: we know what we wor- 

hip: for ſalvation is of the Jews. But 

the hour cometh, and now it, when the true 

 - worſhippers, ſhall worſhip the father in ſpirit 
an in truth : for the father ſeeketh ſuch. to 

worſhip him. Gov is a Spirit, and they that 

worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in Spirit and 

| wah in 


falem, worſhip the father; ye worſhip ye 


4 5 

In traths” It is alſo faid, that « yea are the 
temples of the Horx Ghost.“ | 

Can any thing more pointedly contradict 
the idea of a local ſandtiſy? which the bierarchy 
direftly avowws; and which, in the general 
conduct and prayers of diſſenters, is —_— 
Corus aw na 


- 
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| Can. our divine Head, J=svs Cuntsr be 
miſunderſtòod, when reprobating, amongſt 
other things, the prevalent cuſtom of lang 
prayers as adopted by the Phariſees? If the 
length of them formed any part of the re- 
| uw proach ; it muſt be alike applicable to the 
| hierarchy, and all clafles of diſſenters, where 
pocal prayer is the cuſtom. 
In the laſt century it was not unfrequent, 
for the diſſenting leaders, to continue in pray- 
er for two hours together; and ſince my 
own remembrance, I have repeatedly been 
preſent with thoſe, who have e more 
than one hour, 
hat it is not the caſe now it is true; but 
is not your ſhortening the time, a ſufficient 
acknowledgment that they wete wrong: and 
: C2 Th may 
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may it not happen for the ſame reaſon, that 
eventually, you may be wrong alſo? Theſe 
words introduced by our Lorp, certainly 
comprehend every favour, that man can aſłk 
or Gop beſtow; I mean, what is commonly 
called the Lord"s-prayer ; and yet this prayer 
does not occupy any thing like the length 
of time uſually employed by the moſt 
conciſe. | 
Ĩ bat it is equally the duty and intereſt of 
all men to pray, is unqueſtionable from the 
whole tenor of the bible: that it is alſo a po- 
ſitive injunction to pray without ceaſing, can- 
not be oppoſed. But this injunction alone 
ſufficiently implies that it cannot be intend- 
ed of vocal, but mental prayer, and mental ; 
alone. IT conceive that there can be none 
other, properly called prayer in the ſight of 
Inova; for he ſeeth not as man ſceth, but 
looketh to the heart. 

That the moſt ſtrenuous advocates for vo- 
cal prayer, may alſo be found in the conſtant 
habit of mental prayer, is by no means intended 
to be denied, but on the contrary, I ſincerely 

hope they are,forotherwiſe, but little confidence 
can be entertained of real piety in the heart, 
If then, the only ellznce of prayer, be that 

mental, 
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mental, ſpiritual exerciſe of the mind, altogs- 
ther unſeen by, and unknown to Man; and 
of which, no one can form any judgment 
but the Loxp Gop; mult it not be very erro- 
neous, to affix ſuch extreme importance, to 
thoſe publick aſſemblies? and do they not 
appear more calculated to inculcate error in 
the minds of the uninformed, by their con- 
ceiving themſelves almoſt wholly diſcharged 
from every other pious duty, by their con- 
ſtantly attending thoſe ſacred meetings? 

Having briefly, and I hope candidly, in- 
veſtigated your praying, and your preaching, | 
which form two grand articles clafled amougſt 
your good works ; I ſhall come more imme- 
diately to the point intended. 

The criterions; by which you profeſs to 
judge thoſe you admit into ſtrict communion 
with you. have been already noticed; erite- 
rions in themſelves, that have been allowed, 
ſtrictly conformable to the goſpel of CHRIST. 
But my objection is, that they are perverteds 
for a rigid attendance on all your publick and 

private meetings; an abſtaining from all im- 
moral actions; and a cordial reception of 
your creed as dogmas; conſtitute a proper 


character for admiſſion into your ſocicties— 
You 


ta) 

Tou do not conceive it neceſſary to enquire 
further. Pardon me, dear brethren, for ſay 
ing, that I do not believe theſe are any evi- 
dences, whatever, of a perſon poſſeſſing the 
Pirit of Feſus Chrif. For, an attendance on 
what is called the means of grace, bears too 
great a reſemblance to the recorded conduct 
of the Phariſees, not to hold it ſomewhat 
doubtful; in the purgſt view of mortal eyes, 
they cannot amount to more than expreſſions 
of piety ; the heart, or motives, are only 
known to God; even admitting your ſacred 
importance of their neceſſity. And may not 
ume (perhaps not a few) attend your aſſem- 
Blies from the weight of an overburdened con- 
ſeience, which, flaſhing conviction for ſome 
ſecret immoralities, is ſtill increaſing, driving 
them to your ſanctuary for eaſe, and thus be- 
come an evidence of impurity, rather than 
purity of heart. 

Neither can abſtaining from fleſhly luſts 
be any evidence, for although it- is allowed 
rah be a duty, it amounts fo no more _ 
deere good. 

We will now enquire tin information the 
{ communicates on this ſubject; and here, 

my brethren, I muſt lead you back again to 
+45 59 1 | the 
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Abe 25th: Matthew ; and there, you will, find 
in the addreſs to the ſheep on the right. han 
of the judge, not one word of what I have 
been oppoſing is introduced. — If he had ſaid, 
for 1 was worſhipped in this church, as | 
ye attended. very cloſe; and regular; I was 
preached in this Chapel, and ye bore away 
the precious ſermons; I was zealouſſy ac- 
knowledged in this meeting- hovſe, aud ye 
gave honourable teſtimony; ** I commanded 
you to abſtain from fleſhly luſts, and ye obeyed 
me,” I ſay, had he left ſomething af this 
on record, your ways, would be clear, from 
all ſuſpicion, —But,, my brethren, it is po- 
ive good, and chat alone that +e-.publicly 
acknowledges; - 66 For I was an hungry, and 
ye gave me meat; SPOT and ye en 


: drink, &c.“ 


Here you afk me whether theſe x may 200 
be done from a wrong principle? I; anſwer 
ves, they certainly may; ſuch, did the Phe. 
riſees of old; and ſo do the Phariſees | of this: 
day; but are not the marks clearly aſcertained 
by our Logp, himſelf? does he not ſay that 
they gave alms (among ſi ather things) to be. ſeen 

of men ? —from »oftentation, to obtain the good 
| opinion of maukind; this then being the go- 


verning 
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verning principle, it is W berity or an 
ee ſemblance of good action. 
There are, in my view, two other princi- 
ples from which theſe actions may ſpring; 
they may be done either from a conviction of 
ay, or from Hove, which is an higher princi- 
Fe. The firſt is good, and I call it fpiritual'; b 
but the latter being a greater attainment in the 
divine life, I call it celeſtial. | 

The vehement Sb) bee that Calvin its 
make, againſt what they call legally, have a 
very Ae cin appearance; as they greatly 
tend to ſhut up the bowels of compaſſion in 
the minds of  parſimonious profeſſors of reli- 
gion; ſo that they can too eaſily excuſe them- 
felves from dealing their bread to the hungry ; 
or otherwiſe, by doing it in ſo ſparing a man- 


ner, as to amount in the fight of men to little 


more than nothing. 

My brethren, T7 ye do not ER the 
character that Canrsr himſelf gives of his 
ſheep, how can ye expect to enter into the 
kingdom-of Gop ? Surely, the all- wiſe Re- 
* deemer did not give one deſcription of his ſheep, 


reſerving a ſecret intention of embracing thoſe 


of a different character. 


Nothing is more expreſsly told you, chan 
that 


7 
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that * ye ate : fleward; of the manifold mer- 
ties of Gp; that . ye are not to hide your 
talent in a gapkiv, * and that, © where much 
is given, much will be required.” What will 
you — my wecken, of the following 
raſe? 

A nich man, very unlike moſt of his equals, 
wiſhed to contribute liberally to the wants 
of others ; but through an indolence of mind, 
was not diſpoſed” to ſearch after ſuch objects 
of miſery, as moſt befitted his beneficent in- 
_ tention; he therefore applied to a Mr. Max- 
WELL ; who, in various things had been'an 
active man, by ſeeking after, and ſupplying 
the wants of the diftrefſed, 

He put into this man's poſſeſſion, one hun- 
dred pounds, for the above purpoſes ; requeſt - 
ing him, not to be ſparing in his donations ; 
adding, that when this ſum ſhould be ex- 
hauſted, another ſhould be ready for the ſame 
ſervice, and that too ſhould be as often re- 
peated, until the aggregate amounted to 
what he had ſecretly determined to ſpare from 
08 annual income. 

Mr ANwWELL, Lebte made fubſequeit 
applications, until he had drawn -from this 
| —— to the amount of five hundred 
> pore 
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pounds. But terrible to relate; it was ſoot. 


_afterwards diſcovered, that MaaNwRILL. had 
only applied fy pounds of this money, to 
the purpoſes the donor intended; and, that 
he had taken the remaining nine tenths for 
his own private uſe. 

Need weaſk any man of common * of 
"whether, any ſpecies of villaim can be named, 
that is more abhorrent to the feelings of hu- 
manity, than the conduct of MEanwELL. 

Ob! ye rich, aſk yourſelves whether this 
be not a faithful portrait of your own conduct; 
and happy may you find it, if on the inquiry, 
you do not anſwer to the perfidious character 
of MzanwetL.—The Lord of Heaven and 
earth is the donor; ye are the ſtewards ;- for 
your own ſakes, remember, ye are no more 
than ſtewards ; and, that ye ſtand preciſely 
in the ſame relation to Gop, with reſpect to 
your ſubſtance, as MEANWELL did to this 
_ gentleman. 

., Seljiſoneſs com prebends a multifarious quan- 
tum of iniquity ; nothing is more decidedly 
reprobated throughout the bible. Paul. ſpeak- 
ing of it, under the name of Covetouſneſs, calls 
at Lahlatry; and CHMAIsTH himſelf ſays, if 
av man will be my diſciple, let him deny 
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Bimſelf (or ſelfiſhneſs), which paſſage, in my 
opinion, clearly and pointedly applies to this 
ſubject, notwithſtanding other conſtructions 
have been put upon it. 


RELIGION: 


My brethcen, bear with me, if my views 
of it ſhould comprehend a variety of matter, 
which you refuſe to take into the account. 
Lou appear to confine it too much to the 
expreſſions of piety ; in which view, admitting 
you are right, ſo far as you go, they cer- 
tainly comprehend but one branch of Re- 
ligion. 

On enquiring what Religion 17 I ſhall 
* to the Bible for an anſwer; and there 
I am told it 1s righteouſneſs, . The kings 
dom of God is not meat and drink, but 
righteouſneſs.” It is added, Peace and joy 
in believing ;” the two latter appear to me 
more the ſruiis of the former than otherwiſe, 


PeTER again ſays, la every nation, he 


? 1 know not a b xpretien in the Englith ee 
capable of conveying ſo copious, and ſo adequate an idea 
of the Supreme Being. God is righteouſneſs ; how appli- 
cable then to ſay, that the righteous man, in his manifeſta- 
1 3.21 [993 
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that feareth Gop, and worketh Yfghteou/ſnefe, 


ſhall be accepted of him.” Righteouſneſs 
here again appears the conſequence of the 
former; for I believe we ſhall not diſagree, 
when we ſay, the true fear of Gop produces 
righteous manifeſtations ; neither can I con- 
ceive, we can know any thing of any man, 


but from the manifeſtations of Righteouſneſi 


or anrighteouſneſt. The fear of Gop lies far 
beyond the ken of mortal eyes. If religion 
then be righteouſneſs, it muſt of neceſſity fol- 
low, that Righteouſneſs is religion. And what 
is righteouſneſs ? why every thing that is 
right; allow this, and it muſt again neceſſa- 
tily follow, that every thing wrong is un- 
righteouſneſs ; from which two plain, une: 
quiyocal truths, every tranſaction is right or 
wrong, righteous or em ergo religious 
or irreligious. | 

Theſe I oppoſe to the unmeaning ſeparation 
that ignorance or artifice has introduced, and 


continues to maintain between religion and 
Polilict: ; religion and morality, &c. 


The crafty flateſman has always found it his 
intereſt to inſiſt that a ſecret ſomething, far 


beyond the ſuperiority of vulgar comprehen- 
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underſtand this ſcience, but thoſe who had 
long been initiated into its intricate mazes 3 
on this craft alone depends the quiet acquieſcencg 
of the people; whoſe credulity has uni- 
formly led them to approve a thouſand things 
directly oppoſite to common ſenſe. 

As to what is called Religian, too, the priefts 
here as it beſt ſuited their intereſts, opinions, 
or inclinations, introduced à ſet of dogtnas 
and abſtruſe, metaphyſical myſteries, which 
the people have been wont to imagine 10 
ſacred tor their inquiry; and thus have they 
been kept in chains of darkneſs, by the unit - 
ed force of the Canons of church and flate, 
But theſe unnatural ſeparations and theſe 
flimſy. deluſions, like every other ports 
diſappear at the touch of inquiry, 

The ſituation of this kingdom is awful i in 
the extreme, if we try her with the touch - 
ſtone of 7:ghteouſneſs. Plague, war, and fo. 
mine, are her preſent judgments : and who can 
calculate the ſum of her impending woes ? 
and who can calculate the enormous, aggra - 
vated multitude of her crimes ? the latter are 
not to be enumerated. | 

Ho many thouſands and thouſands of the 
ſans of men have there not already fallen by 

the 


P 
the ſword, and other incidental cauſes, ne- 
ecflarily combined with war ? and for what > 
but to gratify the ſordid ambition of a deſ- 
perate fet of men, whoſe only aim, to ufe 
the ſofteſt language, is the deſtruction of opi- 
nion. Totally forgetting the recorded curfe, 
« ee fbeddeth man's blood, oY ww Ja 
Bir blood be ſhed.” 

How many manufacturers, and other claſſes 
of labourers, are now periſhing for want of 
employment in confequence of this juſt and 
neceſſary war as it is called? How many of 
the middle claſs of life, are at this moment 
ſtruggling againſt inſolvency ; more dreadful 
than death, in all its ghaſtly forms. Yea, 
and not a few in the mercantile line; whoſe 
circumſtances, like a burning fever, are prey- 
ing on their very vitals, and drinking up all 
their ſpirits. How many maimed ſoldiers and 
failors are left, to drag out the remains of a 
miſerable exiſtence, in the dregs of poverty; 
and how aggravated the ſcene, when we re- 
fle& on the accumulated indigence of their 
wives and families. The deſtruction of cities, 
towns and villages ; the laying waſte coun» 
tries ; the Aying Proviſions, through 
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which, numbers of every age and ſex periſhi 
with famine. Let all Europe; Afia's ſhores 3 
the plains of Indoſtan; the Weſt Indies; the 
American war; and the preſent deteſtable 
rioting, luxury, drunkenneſs and every ſpecies 
of debauchery that depravity can conceiye, 
bear teſtimony. thereof. But tis enough 
numbers more of the black catalogue of hu» 
man woes, need not be added, to make the 
ſoul ſicken at the ghaſtly ſight; | | 

Woe ! woe ! to that nation, whoſe meaſure 
is thus filled with iniquity ; to the thought« 
ful man, unaſſiſted with recent prophecies, 
her deſtruction cannot be far off. — How much 
better would her character be expreſſed, by re- 
verſing one of the paſſages already quoted, 
Judge ye; The Kingdom of Gop is not 
* Righteouſneſs and peace; but meat and drink, 
War and Opprefſion.” “. 

O! ye who bare rule in this guilty land; 
do ye believe there is a Go that executes 
judgment in the earth? will your ſophiſtry 
and inſulting nonſenſe avail you with him? 
No! the time will ſoon arrive, when covered 
with guilt and ſhame, fuſtice will overtake you: 
and terror ſhall awaken you to thoſe feelings, 
which you now deny to ſuffering humanity. 
BU Ye 


(ELL 
Te priefts, whoſe religion is only a church 
prafermaenes rather at once deny i in principle, 
as ye do already in practice, the Gosrkl. of 
Iasus Cnats r; it is high time to unmaſk ; 
ve cannot ſerve two maſters. What will ye 
do?” or how will you ſtand in the day of viſi- 
tation? ** When the Lonp cometh in flaming 


| fire, taking vengeance on them that know not 


Gon, and that obey not 7he goſpe/ of our Lonp 
Irsus Cunisr.“ May the Lonp Gop give you 
repentance before the day of his wrath ; for 
thewicked ſhall be as ſtubble, and all that work 
x fro * ever in che 22 
the Lond. 
7 220 the SABBATH: 


A brief and calm Inveſtigation, adele to N 


Sin Ricyard HILL, and the other Advo- 
cates for the intended Bill, to enforce, a 
- more due Obſervance of the Lord's Day. 


_ Perſecution, Sts, has an Hygra-bead 
= a it. could not ariſe in ſo many 
forms. I dare not arraign your motives, they 
may be ſincere; and who dare aſſert that 
Boxxtt and Garpines, in ſcarlet Mary's 
days, were not ſincere alſo ; but that their 
. was errontaut, you will not deny ; 


and 


3 
and fo; I believe, on inveſtigation, youts will 
be found erroneous alſo. But ſuppoſing the 
error mine, will this de a-Juſtification to you, 
for impoſing pains and penalties on me? If 
it be, on the ſame foundation are juſtified all 
the perſecutions that have ever taken place. 
| Let us enquire What the Lonb's pay is? 
Who gave authority to prefer one day above 
another? to whom was the ſabbath firſt given? 
was it to the .Fewws excluſively, or to all mankind 
From what part of the New Teſtament, do 
you collect your proof of a ſabbath ? If there 
be a ſabbath, under the Chriftian diſpenſation ; 
who, under that diſpenſation, n 
the firſt breach of itt? 

Is perſecution likely to attain the end you 
ptopole, or the reverſe ?; Theſe queſtions, Sirs, 
come from an honeſt heart, and as fincere a 
friend to Chriſtianity, as . to whom they 
Wr | 4 
I believe, we all PN PAY" the ſabbath to 
| bn eactday id Gedk; ſer apart for a day of 
reſt: how far this end is anſwered,' by labo- 
rious preaching, hearing, praying, reading, and 
thinking, I ſhall not now enquite, as theſe 
have, in ſome degree, been already diſcuſſed. 

| E I think 
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Ichiok, you cannot difallow that the ſab- 
bath as inſtituted by Jenovan, reſpefted the 
Jun; and the uu only: the Gentiles in no 
one inſtance, were commanded to keep (but 
rather prohibited from) the Jewiſh rites 3 nor 
can I. in any part of the New Teflament diſ- 
cover, that tie ſabbath, or a ſabbath, was en- 
joined dam, or continued to the Jews, 
©  Newther Chriſt, nor his diſciples, gave any 
authority to prefer in particular one day above 
another, that I can find ; what Paul ſays on 
the ſubjeck amounts to no more, than nere 
opimzen, whether a perſen gives a preference to 
one day more than another, or whether he 
eſteems every day alike; he fays, * let every 
done be fully perſuaded in bis own mind,” 
lam at a lſs to conceive, how any perſon 
can ſeriouſly bring forward, the diſciples hav- 
ing met together on the ff day of the week, 

as an evidence of the Chriſtian ſabbath ; for 
if it ptoves any thing, it proves too much; 
for the ſeventh day is the fabbath, and no? the 
l it may fo bave happened, that they 

purpoſely avoided aſſembling on the ſabbath, 
to prove to their followers, that the ſacred ob- 
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| fervance of that day was at an end. with the 
other Jewith rites. . 


But if these be x ſabbath, under the Chet 
tian diſpenſation, the diſciples - of Cittzer 
were guilty of a direct violation of it; when 
they plucked the ears of corn and eat them. 

To make clear this point, we muſt advert 
to the commun dk of Gon, that were given to 
the Mfaelites in the wilderneſs ; rb were not 
even permitted to ſearch after mama on the 
ſabbath (read the 26th chap, of Exodus) ; and 
you muſt, if you are candid, allow that an 
of the diſciples alluded to above, as great a 


breach of the ſabbath, as ſearching after 


-manna on that day.—Manna you well know 
was given to the Hebrews as a ſubſtitute for 
bread. The diſciples actually gathered bread 
in its crude Nach, To call the latter, a work 
of neceſſity and mercy, is giving countenance 
to that, in them, which was ſo ſeverely fepro« 
bated by Inova in their forefathers, To 
ſay that CaxtsT could diſpenſe with his own 
inſtitutions, is to flatly contradit his 'own 
aſſertion; he ſays I came not to deffrey, 
but to fu the law,” On this ſubject, he 
aſked the Phariſees, whether ** the fabbatli 


was 
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dus made for man, or man for tlie ſabbath #* 
If you ſupport the latter, then in all its parts 
it muſt eſſentially be evetlaſting ; neither 
change of day or cireumſtances can poſſibly 
have ariſen 3 but if you concede the former, 
then you muſt allow it an inſfinutian only, 
which I ſincerely believe to be. abrogated with 
the other Jewiſh rites ; and without which, I 
cannot ſee, how you can exculpate the Ro- 
deemer of the world, from his giving a ſano- 
tion to his diſciples; for deliberately commit- 
ting a crime on the ſabbath day. | 
I have uſed the word perſecution, nor can 1 
except you convince: me, from the 
ſpirit of the goſpel; that coercive meaſures 
do not claſs with the commands of Jzsvs 
 CanisrT. I myſelf moſt firmly believe that 
every day is equally alike, the Lord's day: and 
that whatſoever is lawful in the view of Gop, 
to do on one day ĩs equally lawful to do on any 
other; that the ſabbath. in the Chriſtian diſ. 
penſation is a groſs error; and that this is 
one of the inventions of man, which will be⸗ 
+ fore long be generally detectecw- 
Fam and penalties may make men hypo- 


tes, but cannot change opinion. Perſe- 
cution 
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oution may for a while appear to obtain its 
object, but you well know it never did: there» 
fore we may with n reaſon conjecture, 10 
never cvill. 

Happy is the perſon that oa not 
himſelf in the thing that he alloweth ; thus 
ſays the Apoſtle Paul.; and if any conelu- 
ſion can be drawn from this obfcrvation, I 
am on this ſubje& perfectly happy; having 
not the ſhadow of a condemnation in my 
mind, byt quite the contrary. Therefore, 
before - your condemnation can be juſtified, 
you mult clearly evince, that PAuL himſelf 
was miſtaken, - 

I molt ſincerely join you in deploring the 
depravity of the Poor; but muſt we ſtop 
here? What are we to think of the Rich ? 
. whoſe bare-faced diſſipation and unbluſhing 
wickedneſs are as much ſuperior to the Poor, 
as their means of procuring it, 

If you attempt to do any thing, ſtrike at 
the root; reform the Rich, whoſe example 
ought to haye great influence on their inferiors, 
and inſtru& the poor; which means will pre- 
elude the neceſſity of adding to your penal 
code, 


| . whoſe maſſy weight already threatens 
to cruſh 'that wonderful, wiſe, and fair Fa- 
ick, that quinteſſence of Beauty and Wits. 
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